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ICON AUDIO CD-XI SIGNATURE £1,350

ucking the trerel per-

haga, this ||'|IC|'EI.'I|:'|3_|r

pridfic lcon Audio have
just launched this reew
C0D player which fporos
Fabin | SlicHz upsarmpling

wchnology and 3 tube analogue
OUCUE Sge Sporiing tas
E3NT autput valves, with -
cret vilvi and digicl modudes
and a choke regulated power
supphy. The CR-X1, spanning
590530 T3 0mm and welphing
it ar a hexvy LXkg, arrives in bwa
favaurs. The basic wertian i
priced at sround £1.000 bur we
managed 1o grab che Sgnature
gditkan winch mcludes 'pre-
miur valves arsd [ensam capper
lod @il papar apacitars. Crdher
anencon o detil is provided
on bath versicen inchiding
peaint-te-paint handwiring, high
guality wire wound resistors,
sdver Teflon sudio cableg, godd
prates] pockets and mars,

SOUND QUALITY

An open, effortiess praser-
tatian, Via cha BEA phona outs,
hass was runefl on the Stacy
Mt jarz-inflectid Buallad, 'Ces
Putit. Raans” (fram the album
‘Braakfast On The Morning
Tram’; Bluenocae), while upper
mid ared erakle veare 5o delcare
wail cald imagine snapping
chem off in mid-air, Bruce
Springstesn’y “Wang Side O
ehig Seraer’ (The Promise’;
Columbia) highlighted s low

disroorian soond, while there waes

appreciable gaps barswen cach

{'¥razse) album was tackled wich

Win tha XLR s che mwsic was

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Frequency saspanss theaugh the ualve
Oulpen stags 1o tho pheos sockety
ilispisys slightly rolled dows appar
treble, oo ansbyats s, measuTeg -
148 at 19.5kHz. Tho XLA outputs hyposs
ihe vatves, measurnd Bst to 21kHE aaal
il somred 1 [itle o amsssthad out,

Distortidn levals wen bgh ot pesh
bavily thenugh the values, measaring
BUEE% at OdBE, but just 000600 vie
transisbor KLA oulpul, Disinrioes was
seconid kamgale anly, 5o will nol be
subjactively ohvinus. At G008 disiores
mpasurnd 0.3% vin gilkes swiput with
no diflerencs in tha harmonle struchse.

Willy @ 2ahil resolumes sigeal via
Ihe dsgisal input. distortion st 5048
moasared 8.11%, & good rewl shoving
thee DAL cam tesalve 23hit accuratoly
anil gonyay the benohits

KL maniport wean 1.9V, walve outpii
2,15Y s Ueewe's littls diffnrence hers,

Jittor biwels wars fair, signal
elaiail measuring T0pS from & 1kHE,
£l tosl tone, with & 10p5 fandees
noise floor anid 37p5 low mio clock
drif,

Thn E0-X1 has many optons &nid
mzasurns well, ignesing thi high kesnl
destortion viillve ouipit stagn. MK

Froquenoy rospense |-1dB)

CO
Disgnrian {%}

5#z-10.5kHe

vy d-daartd ook

instruenant on che sidely stmactured
saundsmpe. Fel Kun's LF Zomig

contral and imight, plus [ of B

fricoionless and supss smsath, ling
more detail o che surface. The valve
autpurs proved an almost ideal blend
af the reva, sitting right betwean
transistor BCA and XLA conparm
seunding Beauifully demiled pet
smaach,
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n enligheening batch of
mid-price C0 players,
il Alghenigh ulﬁ"l'l.llﬂl"
jplaping the same ones and
notghts, thers was 1 Jur-
prising diverganca in thair
retpeilive subjecve parformances.
This maans that, prescy much wiat-
ever your musikal cstes, or indeed
hiow you like your iound dilivesed,

there i samathing here for everpone.

%o how did che machines fre?
Bringing up the raar i the
Crosle The Desvry 1 1 a big heared
beast (an odd epither for such an
unassuming design and a lightwesghe
box) wth plenty of nasghey bass m
rock your Bsroning roomofs such,
some will find its overall pressn-
tazion i a Fethe unbalanced a5 a
consssquinis — pal for any sysoem
wihich is sommowhat bass-shy, the
Creek will form a perfect antidate,
Stomping rock Bang whe oMM
misvtake cheir frant racen far a mesh
pic will adore ic
Mewt comes the Marante S8-15
5L a real |apaniesa barteskip of 2 CD
playur ICs 5o chunky that i oould
be umed to break windows dusrieg
jevwellery shap mbkerass in the
merning, kicked around in 2 Sunday
afermoon pub foocball match and
then cied an the and af 4 keng chain
to knoeck dawn denelict bulldings
in thie evening — and soil survive
to make great masie! |t o braging,
barrel-chastod C0 spinnar with
thie @xcallent opdon of rmking an
oven nioer nome via SATDAlthough
satisfringly charismatic with rock and
danca, levers of dassical and gzz will
want @ mare genceel presentation
The Denss DCO-20104AE peetry
ol fied ehis Bill; i's as srong and as
perwenrful looking as the Mamarsz but
doesn't hawe the farmer maching's
skght life in the uppar mickand
wiich can resalr in che aver ilumi-
radon of some CTD recordings, This
Denon does pravade & lower mid
Wip Bawaser, which often produces
starding effects from the mix as
detils Sound in these deapar, darker
waters are raned po aar lovel. hs bass
parfarmance ks impressive with a
grand almoss heroic staturs. Ovarall
che Dersan i actuslly & fing package.
This Raksan Caspian M Series-1
lound fifth place in our long fst with
an Intriguing performange. In sams
mipacti, tha Roksan cn be accused
af hiding its ght under a bushed
I’y very pofite, rewnrvesd avir, wod
rech game persaverance before you
really find the machine’s excellent
rmusical abilicies catessing pour &re
Thes reticanca might loto same
Hareners who lack che patience to
stck wich the Roksan bt for theda
wha do, they will ﬁnqllpll.rﬁ"ﬁl‘l:

emkley gubiacy and na liode
radrtnant some will prefer
this ta all otk bere

I foaerth plaid i cha
Lsirria. Stream 11, che: contral
freak of the growp | liken it
o james Bonds big brothee
a8 thiy iy one OO player that
 maichar shaken nor strred.
Beeczaine it cam remsin calm
under the mael intanse
Hremasmnoes, it aliows a
preac deal of information
to be released that iy alton
masked by eary af s
CompRtInrs, gving pou 1
clear, comprehensibile plastack

every timi A Yery groen up
mwaching, and all che beter for

It

| have to pasd hara and
daclvre thir 1o iy ars the
top three are of winners. This
isn'c a copeout in any way; |
coukl gquite Pappily e wich
any al tham as my prmary
digical source. Difierences
berseen mch wire sltan
yiibtla and subjective and |
have been averly larsh o
separate them into @ winning
ot .,

the lcon Audio

VICIE 35 | _Ir;"_‘r'f'*’." alance: pile

with a real analc
NS mac Inr e 10|
Ins third place. the Aatin Trew

ATIS00+ profeidad B wirding

shiw duspioe s racher schizo=
phrenic performance.¥ih the
24bit'PekHz facility wrmed off, the
Astin scurded a licde selcorsdous,
finding it difficuie to refa. VWith thas
upﬂmp{in'! Eﬂ_p.Fﬂ hwseir, tha
Astin was tharoughly appealing and
atractive wigh a definite balance o
i perfarmance. This €0 player is the
Zen Buddhist af the group, sipremely
panfidens, eminendy paised — a luckd
perfarmer that scunds strangaly
amlogue-lke in ith way,

Secand plice fall to the
Conserance Reference CO-1.3
Linear #Mk.2.a CO plyer thet daals
eapdici musiealice & highly imeelligent
rachine, ic's the Jamie Clliver of the
digial firmment it pets s hands
dirty, puahirg them deap ina the
mix to round up everything and
sorve o up on o gistening plattar
The dastortian wa maskired Was
not abvious upon playback, being
Impegrated in such a way to make it
‘norelmvashe’, 52l i snergatc and

wrverys bo-Frornriel e sk

GROUP TEST

Danan's DCD-2010AE iz a handesome SACD-
capaie maching; a good value &l relmder

Ieon Audip's SD-X1 Signalure; surpise winnar and
the cheapest of the group too..!

g valve
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eady heights...

enuberant presentation oy not ba
for all, and cectainly net for chose
craving far 4 fansummate smoothie
such as this..

The winner raally s & surprise.
The kon Audia CO-XI Signature is
thia cheapest machine in the test but
offers snnning walue lor maney, The
basic C0 plépar, pushing muse wia
the smndard digial phona sodkets,
produces a highly compaetitive ganic
performance while the halenced
aiitput i§ & bit e eacing rich food
all day. It's wonderful But some will
find it too much b baar, The signal
pushed thraugh lcen’s own valve
sectian provides a perfect balance;
b and edpe with & resl salegua,
wimyd warmth that lifs: this machine
1a heady helghme Ic's not exacthy
thie world's best dressed v dise
spinner however cemnpaned 1o rival
Japanaia and Britsh desigres it feels
ardd |ooks 2 @d rough and ey But
the same certainly can't Ba said for
itd sound. Compact Disc players fike
this prave thac — just like purk rock
- digital discs arer't dead!

Section pro
 and eqge
rmth that lifts
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